5t International Conference on

Hydrogen Atom Transfer

ICHAT 2026

Villa Mondragone (Monteporzio Catone)

Rome - Italy

May 31-June 4, 2026

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

Massimo Bietti (Chairman) Universita “Tor Vergata”,
Michela Salamone Universita “Tor Vergata”,
Daniele Mazzarella Universita “Tor Vergata”,
Osvaldo Lanzalunga Universita “La Sapienza”,
Fabio loele Universita “Tor Vergata”,

http://ichat.uniromaz2.it

Italy
Italy
Italy
Italy
Italy



SPONSORS

TOR VERGATA

UNIVERSITA DEGLI STUDI DI ROMA

Soaeta
/ L j ]l nica
A= \ Itallana

https://www.soc.chim.it/

MUSA

MUSEO TUSCOLANO
COMUNE DI FRASCATI SCUDERIE ALDOBRANDINI
https://www.comune.frascati.rm.it/ https://www.mu-sa.it/

YEAR
_E / q Hamamatsu
Z /1 /' Photonics
1991 - 2026 ltalia

S

http://www.zentek.it/ https://www.hamamatsu.com/eu/en/our-
company/career/hamamatsu-photonics-italia.html

International
Angewandte@ . Chemistry I GhemEur]

Chemie

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/15213773 https://chemistry-europe.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/


https://www.soc.chim.it/
https://www.comune.frascati.rm.it/
http://www.springer.com/?SGWID=3-102-0-0-0
https://www.hamamatsu.com/eu/en/our-
https://www.hamamatsu.com/eu/en/our-

—~ Organic & ~~ Chemica|
Ao J) Sonosectar « | Science

RSC Advances ORGANIC CHEMISTRY

\Q/

FRONTIERS

https://pubs.rsc.org/en/journals

$Thieme

https://www.thieme.com/en-us



GENERAL INFORMATION

Villa Mondragone

Historical profile

Villa Mondragone, towering on a hill 416 m. above sea-level, lies in the area of the ville
Tuscolane which take their name from the ancient town of Tusculum, between the comune of
Frascati and that of Monteporzio Catone (to which it belongs).

The estate consists of an 18-hectare lot. In the middle, in a dominating position and with a
magnificent view towards Rome, rises the imposing building of the villa of about 80,000 cubic
metres.

The architectural history of Villa Mondragone starts in 1567 when the young cardinal Marco
Sittico Altemps, beloved nephew of pope Pius IV, buys a villa from Ranuccio Farnese, cardinal
of Sant‘Angelo. This villa, which previously had been property of cardinal Ricci of
Montepulciano, was known as Angelina after the title of cardinal Ranuccio Farnese. This
building was renamed villa Tusculana and later, after the building of the present villa
Mondragone, became known as Villa Vecchia (the Old Villa).

At first cardinal Altemps decides only to enlarge the already existing villa Tusculana under the
superintendence of the architect Jacopo Barozzi of Vignola aided by Martino Longhi of Viggid.
Once this work was completed, in 1571, cardinal Ugo Boncompagni, who a few months later
became pope Gregorius XIII, was a guest at the Villa for a long time.

It is this pope himself who suggests building a new grand villa on the hillock overlooking the
villa Tusculana taking advantage, as a base, of the impressive Roman ruins of the villa of the
Quintili (Roman consuls in 151 A.D.). It was designed by Martino Longhi.

The name Mondragone refers to the heraldic dragon which occupies the central position in the
coat of arms of the Boncompagni family and which is represented in various parts of the villa
and garden.

In 1613 cardinal Scipione Borghese, nephew of pope Paul V, buys villa Mondragone and villa
Tusculana together with other properties of the duke Gian Angelo Altemps, nephew of cardinal
Marco. Between 1616 and 1618 significant works of enlargement of villa Mondragone are
documented. These works were carried out under the direction of the Flemish architect Jan van
Santen, better known as Giovanni Vasanzio, whom cardinal Borghese considered his trusted
designer. These interventions affected both the block enlarged with the gallery between the
Casino of Longhi and the Retirata, the small residential building constructed for the son of
cardinal Altemps, and the external part with the great Garden, the portico, the Water theatre and
the large quadrangular courtyard, which brings to mind the cour d'honneur of the royal
dwellings in France.

The death of Paul V puts an end to the most magnificent period of villa Mondragone. The
maintenance of the group of buildings becomes too expensive and it starts to be neglected
giving rise to the decline of villa Mondragone.

In 1866 the Jesuit Order bought the villa which at first became the international headquarters
of the Ghislieri college and later a boarding school of a very high social standard.

A further decline was put to an end by the University of Rome “Tor Vergata” which bought the
group of buildings in 1982 with the approval of the Soprintendenze del Lazio which considered
the interest of the new University of Rome as a sure signal of restoration for the historical and
monumental prestige of the property.



Monteporzio Catone

Historical profile

It appears that the town's origins date back to the hospitality granted by the ancient place to a
large group of refugees from the nearby town of Tusculum which was destroyed by the Romans
around 500 b.C. There have also been some controversies regarding the name: according to
some researchers it derives from Cato known as the Censor, whereas according to others it
derives from Cato Uticensis. The earliest mention of the place dates back to the 11" century:
Gregory Il from Tuscolo granted to the Benedectines the Church dedicated to Sant'Antonino in
"Monte Porculo”. Later it was directly ruled by the Tuscolo Counts. In the 15™ century the
Monteporzio castle became the property of Teobaldo from the Annibaldi family, then of
Cardinal Altemps and, in 1631, of Cardinal Scipione Borghese. It is situated in the Castelli
Romani Regional Nature Park Area.

Frascati

Historical profile

The name of the town derives from the rural huts made with tree branches (lIt. frasca) built by
the inhabitants of Tuscolo, when their town was destroyed by the Romans. The small hamlet
became a rich town in the second half of the XVIth century when the Altemps, soon followed
by other Roman families selected this location to build their villas. In 1620 there were already
14 villas belonging to the richest families who spent their villeggiatura (staying at a villa) in
Frascati.

The Jesuits too had an imposing church ("Chiesa del Gesu™) which shows the importance of
Frascati from a "political” viewpoint. The interior is richly decorated in line with the Jesuits'
view on the appropriateness of the use of paintings and decorations. This Church has two
impressive examples of the skills developed in the study of perspective laws.

The Franciscan church of Frascati offers a striking contrast with that of the Jesuits. It is located
outside Frascati, still in a rural setting. The only embellishment of its simple facade is a coat of
arms of pope Gregorius XIII.

The fortifications of Frascati are relatively minor: the most notable evidence of their existence
is a small fortress (now the bishop's palace) controlling the access to the town from the plain.
Next to it there is the only monument belonging to the Middle Ages, the bell tower of S. Rocco
dating back to the year 1305. A small fountain with three pots on top of a column is due to the
intervention of pope Innocentius XII.

Although pope Urbanus VIII choose Castelgandolfo as his summer residence, the town hall of
Frascati has a very intriguing coat of arms of that pope, with a strange face showing up below
the papal symbols and another one appearing at the bottom of the shield. In addition to coats of
arms of the most important Roman families, Frascati has also coats of arms of the Stuarts, in
particular of Henry Stuart born in Rome in 1725, created Duke of York by his father James and
created Cardinal of York by pope Benedictus XIV. He spent most of his life in Frascati with
the title of Bishop of Tusculum. At the death of his brother Charles Eduard, initially buried in
the cathedral of Frascati, Henry declared himself Henry the Ninth of Great Britain, France and
Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, Cardinal, Bishop of Tusculum. His coat of arms in Frascati
shows both the royal crown and the cardinal's hat.
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